Sir,?In your Journal of this date, under the head of Progress of Medical Science, you furnish an abstract of some cases of supposed very severe constitutional syphilis, which yielded at once to syphilization.
One of these patients was advised, in 1861, to go to Christiania, and to place himself under the care of Professor Boeck. Six years had elapsed since he contracted a chancre. He was suffering from an ulcer over each tibia and one over the left clavicle. Perforation of the palate had taken place, and some pieces of bone had come away from the interior of the nose; the frontal bone was swelled; and he was very much reduced in strength. He underwent a course of syphilization, and was " completely cured" in three months. Now, sir, curiously enough, I have had under my care during the last eighteen months a gentleman who has suffered from disease of the bones of the legs, from enlargement of the left clavicle, and from whose nose some pieces of bone had come away. The frontal and parietal bones in this gentleman were enlarged; he had been sent from Edinburgh to Professor Boeck, and had undergone some 160 inoculations.
It is most unlikely that two cases could agree in so many particulars; and I, therefore, conclude that my patient is the same as the one you mention as having been completely cured.
T took great pains to_investigate my patient's case; and, to his surprise, gave him my decided opinion that he had never suffered from syphilis at all. One day, after leaving my house, he met a relative somewhat older than himself; and he mentioned to him, that it appeared a very curious thing that, after going over to Norway to be syphilized, he should now be told that he had not had syphilis at all. His relative replied by asking him if he knew what his father had died of. He did not; and was then informed for the first time that his father had died of '? softening of the bones." My patient returned at once to furnish me with this information; which afforded to him, as it did to me, a satisfactory explanation of his symptoms.
The absence of any eruption in this case, and the interval of some years, between the appearance of the supposed primary and secondary affections would of themselves be sufficient to lead to the inference, that the patient's symptoms were not syphilitic ; and I can only conclude that, although his journey to Norway had undoubtedly done him much good for a time, he had very unnecessarily undergone some 160 inoculations. One more inference may, I think, be deduced from this case; namely, that the matter employed in these inoculations was pus from suppurating or soft sores, and not the secretion from indurated or infecting sores. Had the latter been employed, my patient would probably have returned from Norway with a disease which he had not when he left England. I am, etc., Savile How, 28th January 1865.
Henry Lee.
